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YOUY Comnmittee further recommend that the eiamina- 
tion be held at and by the trainizg-school. 

Note.-This introduces a new element into the 
qualification for registration other than the examina- 
tions of the Central Council. For to  nurses who are 
promoting the State Registration movement, it is a 
matter of primary importance that there should be one 
portal to their profession-namely, the uniform ex- 
aminations of. the Central Council. 

This is the plan adopted wherever Registration is 
enforced by law-in Cape Colony, in Natal, in New 
Zealand, in the United States, and by other voluntary 
Associations in New South Wales and Victoria. The 
Central Midwives' Board in this country has also estab- 
lished ita uniform examination, no lying-in hospital 
certificates, notwithstanding the acknowledged excel- 
lence of the training in some institutions, being recog- 
nised as a quali6cation for Registration. 

Again, there are a t  present about twenty 
portals to the medical profession, although, as Sir 
Victor Horsley told the Committee, there is a certain 
consonance of opinion amongst the examining bodies 
under the Act of 1886, so that there is a minimum 
esamination demanded by the State. Yet the difference 
between the various qualifications 'is so wide that'the 
British Medical Association has for years endeavo 
to effect a State esamination for entry to the medical 
profession in order to take away the artificial co-ordi- 
nation undcr the Act of 1886. 

If the medical profession find so great a disadvanhgb 
in a comparatively few portals, whati would be the posi- 
tion of the nursing profession with at least BOO? 
Moreover, this would not touch the question of 
smaller and special hospitals which can, under a 
system of affiliation, afford valuable education in certain 
directions, but no one of which could rank as afford- 
ing a complete training. Clearly a central system of 
examination must be instituted if the special and 
smaller general hospitals are to obtain probationers, 
and also if much valuable training is not to  be wasted, 
and an efficient standard of nursing is to be effectually 
maintained. 

Dr. Langley Bromne, in his evidence, told .the Corn- 
niittee that the question of uniformity of training was 
involved in the registration question. " In  a great 
many of the provincial hospitals," he said, "we 
want them to level-up their training to a cerhin 
standard ; with the registration of nurses woultl. 
come the inspection and the training a t  all thesa 
hospitals, and a large number of them would iniprove 
enormously in their training. The. two things go 
together. It, is only a State-appointed body that tho 
provincial hospitals and the different Boards would 
take notice bf. . Vhey would not take notice of any- 
body else : but if there were a Council appointed by 
the State and they said, ' We wiII not recognise your 
hospital unless you conform to SO many conditions, 
give a certain number of lectures, and so on,' then 
veshould get a very much better system than we 
have now-infinitely better." 

It is certain that if the certificates of all these insti- 
tutions were recognised, and no uniform State exami- 
nation imposed, much of the educational value of a 
Registration Act would be minimised. 

TEE ONE PORTU SYSTEM. 
The one portal system to recognition as a professionat 

nurse was advocated by Dr. Bedford Fenwick, Sir 
Xames Crichton Browne, Sir Victor HorsIey, Dr. Hylrt 
Greves, Professor White, Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, Mise 
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Isle Stewart; &iss Amy Hughes, Miss Huxley, Miss 
Forrest, Miss Hobbs, and others. 
On the other hand, Sir Henry Burdett confused the 

Committee, either ignorantly; or of malice prepense, 
by leading them to believe that the recognition by the 
Central Nursing Council of the bertificate of the. 
training-schools wouM be to follow 6he precedent set 
in the case of the medical professioh, whereas, of 
course, there is no similarity. The medical qualifica- 
tions for registration accepted by the General Medical 
aouncil are those of various Colleges, none of the 
medical schools having any power to grant diplomas to 
students who study in their wards. T$e Nursing Pro- 
fession has, on the contrary, no College m which its own 
interests are gathered up and centlred, although no 
doubt the establishment of such a College would be 
one outcome of the establishment of Registration. by 
the State. 

PROVISION FOR EXISTING NURSEL 
6 .  Any person who within two yearb fhom tile corn-' 

inencement of the.Act clainls to be certified thereunder 
shall be so certified provided sucli erson' is a t  least 

certificate of training from a hospital approoea by t$q 
Council, and is of good character j or (2) produces en-  
dence of training satisfactory to  the Council,' rind' has' 
been for ut least three years in bond-fide practice ad, 3i 
nurse, and is of good character. 

With regard to  existing n w s e s  your Committee arl of 
opiaioit that those who can produce evidence 'satisfactory 
to the Cenentral Body both as regards eficiency and character, 
should be placed upon the Register on payment 03' the 
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twenty-one years of age, and (1) GO P 'ds a three gears' 

registratio% fee. 
Note.-It will thus be seen that both on the parti-of 

the aromoters of the Bill and'of the Select Committee 
theie is every desire that justice should be done to 
those nurses who, although they niay not have atttiqed 
to the standard laid down for the future, hqve don6 ' 

good work in the'paat. No such nurses, indeed:. need 
have the least fear that their work and worth .Wlll,?ot 
receive the recognition to which they are entitled. 

'7. This Act shall not be construed to affect or appb' 
to the gratuitous nursing of the sick by frionds.or 
members of a Family, and also it shall not apply to any 
person attending the sick for hire, but who does 
in any way assume to be a registered nurse.. 

The Committee stated that, tvlile it is not desirable 
t o  prohibit uitwgistered pemons from m.wsing for gailh NO 
person should be entitled to asszme the designation of 
" Registered Nurse" zvhose name is iaot qq01t t@ 
Reggiuta.. 

FINANUE. 
' The question of finance is so important th&.w@ 
shall devote a separate article to i t  in our next issue. 

In relation to  the rincipal suggestions laid. befor& 
the Committee :-(ay Registration of individual 
nurses ; (b)  Registration of Training-schoolfJ. for 
nurses ; (e) Licensing of Nursing Homes, InstitUtlons, 
and Societies which supply or employ nurses, they 
($1 support the principle of the registration of inpi' 
vidual nurses, ( b )  consider the Council should dealdo 
what constitutes a recognised training-school for ~ u r s W  
and for this purpose should have the power of inspec. 
tion; ( 0 )  hold that the licensing of homes and imtltu* 
tions is highly desirable, and that the liconce sho.Uld 
be issued by the county or county borough autllOrltY; 

NURSING BY UNICEQISTEREI) PERSONS.' . 

I 

PRINCIPAL SU6GBSl'ION$ &&Ill BE+OEE CONFIITPEE. 
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